Zonta International -- District 12 

CLUB ANNUAL REPORT

Reporting Period: June 1, 2014—May 31, 2015
Please email to Governor Marcy O’Toole (motoole48@comcast.net) by May 22, 2015 with a copy to your Area Director. 
	Area 1 Director:  Teresa Forbes (tlarueforbes@hotmail.com )
	Area 2 Director:  Michelle Ammerman (AmmermanZonta@gmail.com )



	Area 3 Director:  Ann Hodgson (johnannhodgson@att.net )
	Area 4 Director:  Linda Hawkins (flowerboutique86@hotmail.com )




Club Administration 2014-2015:

Zonta Foothills Club of Boulder County





Today’s Date:  22 May 2015
Area: 3
 

President:  Christine Rhoda


President-Elect (if appropriate):  Lora Blakeslee Atkinson
Vice President: N/A              

N/A
Secretary:  Kathy Israelson


Treasurer:   Christie Maurais
Fundraising:
Please list the major fundraiser(s) your club held during 2014-2015.  (Feel free to add additional fund-raisers.)
1.  Zing for Zonta







2.  Zonta Says No/Empty Shoes








3.       








4.       








Total Funds Raised this year:
  $16,855
Local Service & Scholarships Dollars Given:
Please list the contribution amounts given by your club during 2014-2015.

Local Service Organizations: $4353
Local Scholarships:                $5200   
    Total Local:
                            $9553
Zonta International Foundation (ZIF) Dollars Given:
Please list the total club & individual contributions given to the Zonta International Foundation during 2014-2015. (Jan Kirch at jankirch50@gmail.com can provide this information to you)
Total Club Contributions:      
$4187
Total Individual Contributions:  
$550 

Total Club & Individual Contributions:   $4737
ZIF Scholarship Information:

· YWPA-Young Women in Public Affairs Awards
Did your club participate in the YWPA program?  XYes No
Please list the name of the candidate(s) forwarded by your club to the district for this award.  Kelly Castaneda Carbajal
· Jane M. Klausman Women-in-Business Scholarships (JMK) 
Did your club participate in the Jane M Klausman program? Yes  XNo
Please list the name of the candidate(s) forwarded by your club to the district for this award.
· Amelia Earhart Fellowships

Did your club celebrate Amelia Earhart Day?    Yes  XNo
If so, please describe how your club celebrated this year.      
Local Scholarship Information:

· Local Scholarships awarded by your club 
Name(s) & description(s) of scholarship(s): Bev Hackbart Scholarship- an endowed scholarship through the University of Colorado to a single parent attending school at CU Boulder.  $1,000 was awarded this year. 
Membership: 

Please describe your club’s recruitment and retention efforts for 2014-2015 in order to meet the net +1 goal as of June 1, 2015.  
  Our membership committee held two Zappy Hours this year, where members were encouraged to bring friends and colleagues who would be interested in learning more about the work that our club does.. We want to be more active about assigning new members a mentor who can help answer any questions about the club and encourage them to be active participants. 

We encourage members to attend Boulder Chamber of Commerce events to network and meet potential members. Presentations on our club were done for several organizations, including the Optimists Club.  The two chairs of the membership committee have attended the A3 conference calls about membership strategies.
For retention purposes, the Membership Committee drafted a customized thank you email to every member at the end of the year for the President to send.
If your club currently has fewer than 20 members, what plans do you have in place to increase membership in 2015 - 2016?       
Does your club have a new member orientation program?
Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No   If yes, how many sessions did you hold this year?      
Does your club have a new member mentor program?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
No   If yes, describe      
The information below will be used to determine the District Service Award to be given out at the 2015 District Conference, Boulder, CO Sept. 25-27, 2015 
Local Service:  (Hands on work to help women & girls in the local community) 
Please name and briefly describe your local service projects including for each item:
(a) category: improved the status of women in general (legal, political, economic, educational, health and/or professional) 
      or  
      helped prevent and fight violence against women and girls (VAW) 
(b) % of club members involved in the project 
(c) contribution to the Zonta International Foundation is at least 1/3 of the dollars raised this year 
(d) visibility and credibility to Zonta created by the project
(e) sustainability of the project (long lasting results, and could the project continue for a certain period of time)
1. Zonta EducateZ Lending Libraries
a) Category: improve the education of women and girls by promoting literacy

b) 90% of the club members are involved in this project, they collect books, sort the books, deliver the books to one of the 7 locations around Boulder County.  Our libraries are at Sister Carmen Community Center, Community Food Share, Emergency Family Food Assistance, Harvest of Hope Food Pantry, Safehouse, Boulder Valley Schools Teen Parent Program and Arapahoe Ridge High School.  The majority of these are food banks, getting books into the hands and homes of those that cannot afford food. Our goal is to provide books for all ages and support local efforts to close the achievement gap in school-aged children who live below the poverty line.
d) We have developed a custom label with our club logo and our Zonta EducateZ name. This logo has been used on signage at each Zonta EducateZ Lending Library location and a book label that our club members insert into each book. Our libraries have been featured in our local newspaper the Daily Camera and we have been featured on the web sites of the organizations that we serve.  We have also promoted our libraries on facebook and twitter.
e) We are in the 3rd year of this project and have given away an estimate of over 8,000 books. We continue to collect books from individual donors, a local elementary school that has agreed to make book donation to our project an annual event and the Boulder Public Library which contributes at least 4 times per year.  Other than the label printing there is no cost for the program so it is sustainable through a limited number of volunteer hours.
2. Boulder High School PantherZ Z Club
a) Category: improve the educational, health, professional lives of young women and educate them to help prevent and fight violence against women and girls.

b) 33% of the club members are involved with our Z Club as mentors. 6 mentor pairs have been established this year. Our members work with the girls one-on-one to provide academic support, college application support and general life skills and friendships.
Our club members also participate in Z Club meetings and work with the young women on service projects throughout the year. For the 2014-15 school year the Z Club members participated in several projects including: 

· Zonta Says No - the girls painted shoes for our Area 3 ZSN Empty Shoes event. Each shoe was to signify a woman injured or killed by violence. The Z Club also created a display at Boulder High School where the shoes and a banner were viewed by students and community members. 
· Boulder Share-A-Gift - club members helped with the set up and distribution of Holiday gifts for low income families. 
· Valentines Day out each - Our club made personal valentines (which included the Z Club logo) for women at the Boulder Safehouse and a low income senior facility. 
· Emergency Family Food Assistance food sorting - coordinated canned goods, beans and other daily staples to support at- risk families. 
· Zing for Zonta volunteers - Z Club members volunteered at our annual fund raising event taking tickets, helping with food set up and overall labor. 
· Boulder Housing Partners Seniors Tea - Our club hosted a tea for seniors at a low income senior housing facility; They served cookies, made the tea and chatted with approximately 25 seniors. 
· Book Bag Gifts - As a bonding and service project with these seniors at our tea they filled book bags to be given as gifts the graduating teen parents at the BVSD Teen Parent Program. 

· EducateZ Library support - The have joined our club members at our Saturday book sorting events. They have also helped delivery of the Zonta EducateZ Lending Library books to our seven sites.
d) There have been articles in the local paper on their activities including our volunteer work, our officers and the girls’ individual accomplishments. We also keep up-to-date information about the club on our web site and promote frequently on facebook and on twitter.
e) We have completed the 3rd year of this project and we look forward to another successful year. We have a committed club advisor at Boulder High School and we are expanding our work to include another teacher and her students for the 2015-16 school year.
4. Zonta EducateZ Scholarship 
(a) category: improved the status of women in general economic and educational stability of women.

(b) 60% of club members involved in the project through fundraising, promotion and endowment process.
(d)  We promote this on our web site, on facebook and on twitter.  We are endowing this scholarship with the Boulder Community Foundation, to support our fundraising efforts.  They are going to set up a portal for our scholarship which will promote our club and our work.  They are also promoting our work to their funders.

(e) As an endowed scholarship this will be awarded in perpetuity to women wanted to continue their college or trade school education.
5. November collection of turkeys for Emergency Family Food Assistance in Boulder. We have done this for several years in a row. We invite members to donate a turkey and they are delivered to EFFA, which serves many single-mothers and their families. While this project does not permanently impact economic status of women, it is helpful to them in a time of need. Nearly 100% of our members donate a turkey. Since we have done this for several years running, EFFA is very thankful, and recognizes us in their December newsletter. There is no end date on this project. It is something that members enjoy doing that is simple and easy.

6.  December gifts for a family at Emergency Family Food Assistance. This year, we “adopted” two families through EFFA, and invited club members to purchase gifts for the family members.  Nearly 50% of our members participated. This is a small project which does not increase our visibility much. I am not sure if this is a project that we will continue supporting. This was our only our second year adopting a family as a club, so it will depend on how members feel about it next December. 

7.  Share-A-Gift project. This is a specific event that allows low-income families to shop for Christmas gifts for their children, so it improves their economic status if only for the holidays. This year, about 1/3 of our members participated. We invited the Z Club girls to volunteer with us, and they served as excellent bilingual assistants. Both our club members and Z Club girls wore Zonta shirts, which made it very clear that we were there as a group working together. This is a project that we will most likely continue volunteering for, since it was a great one for getting the young women involved in a service project. There is a high likelihood that it is a sustainable project, as the number of single-mother families that this project serves continues to rise. 

8. Expanding Your Horizons – This is an annual event hosted by the American Association of University Women(AAUW), and we have participated as volunteers for several years in a row. This is an educational event, meant to introduce young women to the STEM fields through presentations led by women in these careers. About 1/3 of our members volunteer for this event. This year, we invited the Z Club girls to volunteer with us. They had a great time assisting presenters and learning about careers that they might be interested in pursuing. Our club is thanked in the program and we all wear our Zonta shirts and nametags. Our members seem to really enjoy participating in this event, and it is a very good fit with our mission to empower and improve education for at-risk girls, since most of the girls who attend the event are from underrepresented groups. We expect to continue working with AAUW on this event, and perhaps will make a monetary donation in the future which would allow us to become sponsors of the event and therefore provide more visibility. 

9. Teen Parenting Program Support 
(a) category: improved the status of women in general (legal, political, economic, educational, health and/or professional)
(b) 20 % of club members involved in the project
(d) We have supported this program through financial, manpower and mentoring support.  Our club members participate on the programs community advisory board where we work with other local educators, community representatives and social workers to plan the program's overall strategies.  We provide mentoring support to parents who are at great risk, through housing, clothing and food donations.  We underwrite the program annually 

(e) This relationship has been sustained for eight years. We can continue our volunteer work with the program indefinitely. Our financial underwriting is contingent upon our club's annual fund raising success. 
Linking Service and Advocacy:  

Mention examples of club service activities focused on “Prevention of Root Causes” of inequality and violence against women through education:      
What like-minded organizations have you partnered with for service and/or advocacy.  Please list and briefly describe how you partnered with them.
The information below will be used to determine the District Advocacy Award to be given out at the 2015 District Conference, Boulder, CO Sept. 25-27, 2015
 AAUW- Expanding Your Horizons- see above
Emergency Family Food Assistance- see pg. 5
Advocacy: The expression of support for or opposition to a cause, argument or proposal. Advocacy may include influencing laws, legislation, or attitudes. Zonta advocacy is an action taken in "the public interest" or for "the greater good" with respect to advancing the status of women and girls and their human rights.)   
Does your club have an advocacy committee?    FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
No
(Do Not  Include Zonta Says No Activities Here - See Below)
Please name and describe your advocacy projects including for each item:
(a) category: improved the status of women in general (legal, political, economic, educational, health and/or professional) 

      or  
      helped prevent and fight violence against women and girls (VAW)
(b) how closely the project coincided with the advocacy definition above
  (c) did the project reflect one of the District 12 Platform for Advocacy issues which are: 
· Achieving pay equity

· Supporting measures to oppose gender based violence such as trafficking, rape & domestic violence

· Ensuring equal rights under the law

(d) % of club members involved in the project 
(e) names of any community partners
(f)  visibility and credibility to Zonta created by the project

1. 1.  Moving to End Sexual Assault (MESA) Canine Classic race sponsor. This is an annual event that raises money for an organization that serves victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. This was our second year in a row as a sponsor (donated $1180 from ZSN profits), which meant we had a booth at the event where we displayed our Zonta Foothills and Zonta EducateZ banners. We had a team of members available to talk to people about our work, and how we advocate for women’s safety. We also had a team of members that walked the 5K race in our Zonta clothing. Being a sponsor grants us visibility in the community as our logo was posted on the event website and race day t-shirts. About 10 members participated in this event. 








2. We are constantly advocating for women’s access to education as a means to improve their lives, their earnings, and their status. Our Zonta Educatez project focuses on creating greater opportunities for women who may not have all the support systems they need to be successful, and continue their education after high school. We advocate for underprivileged students through our Z Club and have served as mentors to these young women as they transition to college. Although it can also be considered a service project, we continually advocate for education for young women through our participation in the American Association of University Women’s Expanding Your Horizons event, which introduces middle school girls to careers in the STEM fields. All of our members participate in education advocacy as this is our club mission, and something that is built into most of our service projects. 







3.  Our club was represented by our Advocacy Chair Michelle Médal, at the Colorado Legislative Women’s breakfast this year. We shared table space with the Denver club, and we therefore got to display information about the international projects that Zonta International supports as well as the work that our clubs do locally to support the rights of women. In this way, we supported all three of the D12 platform issues. Representatives from other women-focused organizations were on hand to share information about the work they do, and it was a great way for Zonta to be visible amongst peers with similar goals. Only one member attended this event. 
4.  Lastly, the Advocacy committee sends out information regularly about issues that are important to our members to know about. Many times, these may include petitions that can be signed or letters to our representatives, urging them to support legislation that may have a positive impact on the lives of women. These “issue emails” are sent to all members so each person has a chance to be educated and to act. 

Zonta Says No:  

Describe your club's Zonta Says No activities in 2014 - 2015: 
For the second year in a row, our club participated in the Area 3 Zonta Says No Empty Shoes Art show and sale. Several members of our club were on the planning committee, including our Advocacy Chair Michelle Médal, who took on the role of committee chair. The event raised approximately $10,000, which was divided amongst the six clubs that participated. The clubs in turn donated their portion of the money to a nonprofit of their choice that works to end violence, sexual abuse, and human trafficking (see MESA, pg. 7). Several of these organizations were present at the event and had tables where they could display information about their work and educate the public about these issues. About half of our members volunteered at the event and/or attended. 

Other Advocacy questions:  

What women’s issues have been identified as the most important in your club? 
Equal pay, high cost of living, and economic struggles in Boulder, reproductive choice, access to education, safety for women on college campuses, and SANE kits – Sexual Assault Nurse Examination kits becoming available at Boulder Community Hospital finally! 

     
Have statements/letters, etc. been sent to law-makers or government/officials at national/state/community levels?  If yes, please send copy to motoole48@comcast.net (and copy your Area Director). No, though we always send out petitions to our members that they may want to sign.
Zonta's Work with the United Nations' Programs/Funds:  

Please describe how your club informed its membership of Zonta's work with the United Nations' Programs & Funds through its International Service Projects and ZISVAW Projects. 
As we do every year, our club participated in the Boulder chapter of the United Nation’s Association’s birthday party which is help in October. In conjunction with the other Boulder Zonta club, we purchased a birthday cake and had a table where we could share information about the work we do locally and internationally. We typically have posters that illustrate the international service projects that ZI supports this biennium at every important event. 
External Communications/Public Relations:

Please check box for the PR tools your club uses:
Brochure  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Newsletter  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Club or Individual Business Cards  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Website  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Facebook  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Other (describe) Twitter


Internal Communications (e.g., newsletter, directory, website):  
Please describe how your club kept its membership informed & connected this year.      
Every month we prepare and distribute newsletter that highlights all the work we have done in the past month as well as important upcoming events. The newsletter is emailed out to all members and is now archived on our brand new website. We recently started sending it out to people on our mailing list in the hopes that it will be well-received and might spark interest and invite potential new members. 

Our membership committee keeps our member directory up to date in our “Members Only” section of our website, where each member has a photo so they can be identified by newer members. 
Nominating:

Please describe the process used by the nominating committee to prepare a slate of officers for 2015-2016. 
Our nominating committee is comprised of: Past President, Current President, and President-elect. We invite members to let us know what officer they want to be as well as what committee they would prefer to serve on. The President-elect has final say on the slate of officers, then the slate is put forth for a vote of the entire membership. 
ZIF  Ambassador: 

Does your club have a foundation ambassador?  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
No
How has your club encouraged individual donations this year? Please describe.  Regular reminders at monthly business meetings to donate, no matter how small the amount.
Z-Club or Golden Z-Club:   
Does your club have a Z or Golden Z Club?  FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   No

If yes, please describe key events held during the year.  See page 4-5
If no, please describe what steps taken or plans to add a Z or Golden Z Club.      
Archiving & History:  
Does your club have an archivist/historian?    FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
 No
Please describe your club's progress to date in:

(a) finding & listing your club archives.  Older documents are stored on Google Cloud 
(b) arranging for safe storage of materials.  Current electronic files are stored on the “members only” section of our website.  Hard copy documents are stored at a former President’s house.
(c) Did your club submit a "History In Brief" by December 31, 2014?    FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  No
     If no, why not? 
Bylaws:       
Does your club have a bylaws committee?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No
Are your bylaws up to date?    FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes
No
Bylaws were updated in March, 215 to reflect changes from ZI convention.
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