Honoring the Passing of a Zontian 
June 2, 2015

(A new section in the Policies and Procedure Manual, Revised 2013, should be added as shown below.) 
XI. Procedure to Honor the Passing of a Zontian 
A. Honoring a Past Governor, Governor, or PIP
1.  District 12 is very fortunate to have many living Past Governors and a Past International President. To ensure District members are notified in a timely fashion of her passing, and to ensure she is honored in a respectful and gracious manner, the following actions should be  completed by the Governor, or in the case of a present Governor's passing, the Lieutenant Governor. 

a. Notify the Zonta International President, District 12's International Director (District Liaison), and the Executive Director at Zonta International. 
b. Send an email to all District 12 members notifying them of the death and funeral or memorial service arrangements, if available. A picture of the Zontian should be included if possible. Guidance should be provided so that District 12 Zontians who wish to donate to the Zonta International Foundation in memory of the deceased may do so easily. Those women in the District without email should receive notification of the passing through the postal system.   

c. Ensure the next edition of the Outreach includes an article on the Zontian.  

d. Contact the family of the Zontian, in order to—

· offer District 12's condolences and any help that can be given.  
· offer a Yellow Rose Ceremony (see below) at the funeral or memorial service. [If the offer is accepted, the Governor should coordinate the commemoration with the President of the Club to which the Zontian belonged.] 
· determine if someone from the family would like to attend the memorial service at the next District 12 Conference at which the Zontian will be remembered.  
B. Yellow Rose Ceremony at a Zontian's Funeral or Memorial Service
1. Each Zontian has contributed in many ways to her club, and sometimes to the Area, District, and International levels, as well.  Many family members of a Zontian are unaware of her contributions and loyalty to Zonta.  The Yellow Rose Ceremony is a way to honor a Zontian who has passed away by highlighting her accomplishments in a short, respectful, and significant observance at her funeral or memorial service. (This is also an opportunity for the club to educate the attendees about Zonta and its role in the community.) 
2. The President of the honoree's Club should:

a. Contact the family of the Zontian and offer a Yellow Rose Ceremony for the funeral or memorial service.  In case of the passing of a Past Governor or Past International President, coordinate with the Governor or Lieutenant Governor.
b. Contact club members to see who will be attending the service. There may also be Zontians from other clubs attending who would like to participate in this ceremony. 
c. Speak, or designate another Zontian to speak, at the service. Identify someone to research the Zontian's life utilizing club archives, district archives, club members, family members, and other sources as appropriate to find the information below that will be included on the scroll and shared at the service. 
d. Ask someone to purchase a yellow rose for each Zontian attending the service along with a vase for the flowers.  These items should be left with the family.  

e. Ask someone to make up a memorial scroll (See District 12 website, Members Only Area, Honoring the Passing of a Zontian, Yellow Rose Ceremony.)
f. Send record of such to the D12 Lt. Governor.
3.  At the service the Club President or designee:

a) Comes forward at the appropriate time, introduces herself, expresses her condolences and explains why the Yellow Rose Ceremony is being done and the significance of the yellow rose. As the Club President or designee is talking  Zontians come forward and place their roses in the vase and return to their seats. 

1) The yellow rose is Zonta's flower, and it symbolizes friendship. Since 1999, it has served as the symbol of Zonta Rose Day, which falls on March 8th and coincides with International Women's Day. The yellow rose adorns many Zonta items and is also used in charter, installation, and anniversary celebrations.  
b)   Provides the following information: 
1) What is Zonta


2) Name and location of the honoree's Club

3) When the club was established

4) Current number of members

5) Main fundraiser(s) and service projects

6) Date Zontian was inducted into Zonta and how long she was a member 

7) Offices held in the club/area/district/international and any other significant contributions to Zonta at any level.
8) Some summary of Zonta activities in which the member was involved, such as Club activities/committees, Conventions/conferences attended/led
9) Something personal about the Zontian so family and friends know what an integral part of the club she was. 
c)  Read the scroll and present it to the family.   
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