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June 6-7, 2015 Board Reports

Name: Teresa Forbes



Position / Committee: Area 1 Director

Goals:  

· Attend and actively participate in District 12 Board Meetings and official activities 

· Build relationships with and among Area 1 clubs to encourage their growth, identify challenges, and highlight their service and advocacy efforts  

· Visit each club at least once during the biennium

· Support the local efforts of clubs through attendance and/or promotion of events 

· Participate in the organization of engaging, effective, and useful Area 1 Meetings 

· Serve as resource for the organizing committee, liaison with District 12 Board, and support promotion to encourage robust attendance

· Offer consistent communication with Area 1 Club Presidents to lend technical support, build knowledge of Zonta, and bridge with District 12 Board 

· Hold conference calls appropriate to meet their information needs

· Ensure informative e-newsletters are sent to area clubs on a monthly or bimonthly basis 

Accomplishments (to date) & plans for next 6 months.

· Accomplishments:

· Served as a resource for club Presidents throughout the year as questions came up.

· Attended “It’s A Girl” Documentary hosted by the Zonta Club of Spearfish.

· Attended the annual meeting and installed Board Members for the Zonta Club of the Black Hills and Pierre – Fort Pierre.  

· Worked with the Zonta Club of Sturgis to host a successful Area 1 Meeting.  Thirty Zontians attended and the event came in under budget.   *Report below
· Plans:

· Communicate with club Presidents throughout the summer to encourage participation in officer/board training and the D12 Convention.  

· Fall/winter - assist with planning of Area 1 annual meeting in Glendive.

· Build email list of incoming Presidents to build relationships, share information, and assess communication needs.  

· Visit Billings, Glendive, and Southern Hills Clubs.

Area 1 Meeting Report:
On April 24th and 25th, thirty Zontians brought their passion, inspiration, and energy to the Area 1 annual meeting hosted by the Zonta Club of Sturgis.  Saturday morning’s meeting began with South Dakota’s Attorney General Marty Jackley presenting on human trafficking.  His remarks focused on procedures and operations used to catch predators, particularly in large events like the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally and the changing landscape resulting from the oil boom in North Dakota.  He was clear that advocacy and service organizations like Zonta can make an impact.  His department’s primary focus is to prosecute crimes after the harm has been done but advocacy programs can play a role to serve victims and monitor internet sites where the illicit activity thrives.  Potential advocacy opportunities may be monitoring and, or contacting the websites Backpage.com, Craigslist and Facebook and looking at South Dakota laws designating certain crimes involving prostitution as a misdemeanor.   Our organization can be looking at ways to support strengthen penalties for those involved in the sale of women and girls.  

District 12 leaders presented the members with the latest information from Zonta International including details of the branding campaign, Net Plus One for membership growth and sustainment, Zonta Says No, and many ways to contribute to the Zonta International Foundation.   A letter was read from Samantha Johnson, Jane M. Klausman scholarship recipient.  Samantha received an award from the Spearfish club, District 12, and from International.   We can be proud of Samantha and grateful to the Spearfish club members for their work in putting forward such an outstanding candidate.  

Attendees were generous and brought donations of cleaning supplies and light tools to give women transitioning from shelter to their own home.  Some “tools” to live an empowered life free from violence.  The project resulted in a significant donation to the Crisis Intervention Shelter Service the local domestic and sexual violence shelter program.   A beautiful raffle basket with items donated by Geo’s, Akela Spa, and Wheeler Farms Candy raised just over $200 for the District 12 scholarships.  

The meeting ended with club updates.  It is amazing to know that tens of thousands of dollars are raised and given back to community programs changing the lives of women and girls throughout Area 1.  There is a lot of service and advocacy going on in Area 1 Zonta clubs including; Art Shows, the BH Zonta Expo, a Zonta Rose Garden project, a Women’s Movie Festival, the showing of “It’s a Girl” documentary and so much more.      

The Friday evening social and the Saturday meeting offered many opportunities to reconnect with long-time Zonta friends and meet several “first-timers”.   This was truly a gathering of inspiring women with a strong commitment to equality and justice for women and girls everywhere.       
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