Zonta International/Zonta Club of Denver Orientation for New Members
(10/31/2011)

I. Zonta International 

· 29,000 members, more than 1,160 Clubs, 64 Countries and Geographic areas.
· Web Site –A world of knowledge.  Go to www.zonta.org
· Zonta International is an accredited NGO with representatives from the ZI UN Committee at UN sites in New York, Geneva, Paris, and Vienna. 

· Each Club is part of an Area, a District, and a member Club of Zonta International

· ZI Foundation – The 501 c(3) organization that was created to receive tax deductible contributions and club contributions to fund our international projects.  Among our past projects was wiping out neo-natal tetanus in Nepal by giving shots to mothers and babies.   Since 1923 Zonta International has provided more than $11 million in funding which has benefited more than two million women in 34 countries.  This biennium, among others, we are focusing on mother-to-child transmission of HIV in Rwanda, safe cities (Guatamala City and San Salvadore), and obstetric fistula repair in Liberia.  In addition, Amelia Earhart scholarships are given along with Young Woman in Public Affairs and Jane Klausman Business scholarships.
.
II. Zonta Club of Denver
· Founded in 1927 and first club east of the Mississippi.  Membership high was 120 plus.   Leota Pekrul of our Club was President of ZI 1970-72.

· Web Site – www.zonta-denver.org            

· Our projects are many and varied from the Chapel at the old University Medical Center, to the Ninth Street Park on the Auraria Campus, to Her Wall at the Convention Center, to the Women’s Bean Project, Delores Project, and co-founder of Denver Girls (later merged into Denver Kids) with many, many more.

· Our Money:  Operating account, Club Service, Discretionary (once named Foundation Fund), Hershey Charitable Trust, and Zonta Club of Denver Foundation.  The bulk of our strong financial foundation comes from Edna Jean Hershey.  Edna Jean was responsible for starting Denver Girls.  

.

· Our Committees – Standing committees are Membership, Service, Fundraising, PR/Communications, and Legislative Awareness and Advocacy.  Special committees are Audit, By-Laws, Long-Range Planning, Zonta Club of Denver Foundation, Hershey Charitable Trust, and Archiving.  

