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Let us travel back to 1927 to a small city, still a cowtown – called Denver.  Zonta had not yet gone International.  It was a confederation of clubs and still had its headquarters in Buffalo, NY.

In 1944 Mary George, a charter member of the club wrote the following:

“Early in February of 1927 there appeared in Denver, out of the blue, an attractive charming woman named Graciann Warner who began making inquiries about women who might be eligible for membership in a “Zonta Club.”  Mrs. Warner must have had some entrée here, but I don’t know what it was or where she got her list of names.  I don’t know what the experience of the other women she approached was, so I shall tell you of my own.  She asked me to come to the Brown Hotel to see her, or offered to come to my place of business, if I preferred.  I went to call on her, with rather lagging feet, as I feared it would turn out to be a welfare organization, and besides I was no joiner; but Mrs. Warner painted an interesting picture of the field for Zonta and assured me that it was not in the welfare field at all.  But that their service objective was mainly to help girls get a fair start so they would be less likely ever to fall into the welfare class.  So I joined for six months to see how I liked it.”

We must remember that in 1927 women were still barely recognized as people of worth – the concept of service clubs was relatively unknown in the west and one for women – well, what was this world coming to!!!

Despite the odds, 35 business and professional women met on March 4, 1927, at the Brown Palace Hotel with organizer Graciann Warner to form a Zonta Club of Denver.  The women were from businesses and professions including dentists, secretaries, teachers, one woman ran a “beauty culture baths” (I have no idea!!!).

Each member paid a $10.00 initiation fee with $2.50 going to the Confederation of Zonta Clubs.  In April by-laws and a constitution were adopted and Zonta’s sixth President Louise Gerry presented our charter at a dinner meeting at the Argonaut Hotel on August 18, 1927.

In Greek Zonta means alive.  And the Zonta Club of Denver is alive and well 82years later.  
