Advocacy
Standing Up For A Cause

Club Goals:  Visibility and Credibility
· Publicly connect Zonta with advocacy on women’s issues

· Increase awareness of Zonta as a women’s issues advocate

· Cultivate Zonta partnerships with likeminded organizations
D12 is in agreement that the following issues are of common concern to all members of the District:

· Achieving pay equity - Paycheck Fairness Act

· Supporting measures to oppose gender-based violence, such as trafficking, rape & domestic violence

· Ensuring equal rights under the law 
Project Suggestions:

Capitol For A Day/Day of Advocacy

Organize a day to meet with state legislators on specific legislation or topics 

Organize a voter registration drive that targets women


Can partner with American Association of University Women (AAUW) on this project
Develop a guide for members to access and use your state’s legislative website


Advocate on behalf of legislation that improves women’s lives
Encourage all members to write letters to local legislators or Congressional delegation on issues such as: CEDAW or the Paycheck Fairness Act
 Communicate with state legislators on local legislation

Invite a legislator to present a program on current or upcoming legislation on issues impacting women   
Support the local women’s domestic violence shelter


Participate in Domestic Violence Awareness Month special events or any other events
Provide or sponsor a seminar on:
Teen dating violence, sexual trafficking, personal safety 


Interview skills for women entering or re-entering the workplace

Develop an information card for human trafficking victims and/or domestic violence victims; 
Distribute contact information via restroom posters in truck stops or rest stops
Partner with an organization that provides special training to law enforcement or medical staff on domestic abuse or trafficking by providing funds or other help
Use social media to create awareness of issues & legislation
The UN Secretary-General’s campaign UNiTE to End Violence against Women has proclaimed 25th of every month as Orange Day. Wear something orange – a t-shirt, a scarf, a tie, a dress, accessories or your traditional outfit – and talk about the issue with people you know and on social media.  www.endviolence.un.org    http://saynotoviolence.org/
Support the Go Red for Women program to take action against heart disease in women. Encourage members and friends to wear red on the national Wear Red Day (generally the first week of February).  Discuss the symptoms and ways to prevent heart the issue.  Support a program by a medical professional for your club or a larger area.  www.goredforwomen.org
Examples of like-minded organizations for each state are on the District 12 website under the Advocacy tab
