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Greetings from the Southern Black Hills chapter of Zonta! We 
are happy to celebrate the numerous accomplishments us 
Zontians have done this year. 

A New Year 

Zonta of the Southern Black Hills 
celebrated 23 years in May and, most 
excitedly, will celebrate 100 years this 
November. This year, we inducted a 
returning member to our chapter: Juli 
Ames Curtis. We are happy to have her 
back in our group as we 
strive to empower 
women!

This past year’s Zontian 
of the Year was Ramona 
Flaig, founding member 
of our chapter and our 
first club president. She 
was chosen for her 
dedication to the club 
and her willingness to 
serve. This past year’s 
Yellow Rose winner was Marianne Fridell, for her 
efforts in helping women and children in our community.

Year in Review, Page �2

2018-19 Officers are: Ramona Flaig, treasurer; Gail Trask, director; Kris Zerbe, president; Peg Ryan, past-president; Laura Burden, vice-president; Ebun Adelona, secretary; and Donna Talley, director.



 

We also installed our new officers for 
the 2016-17 year. 

Giving back 

Our annual fundraiser is our Zonta 
calendars, with all proceeds going to 
community organizations. This year, 

we donated $2,600 to: Custer County 
Search and Rescue, the Storehouse, 
the Custer YMCA and Women 
Escaping A Violent Environment, as 
well as Zonta International ($2,100). 
We hosted these entities in an 
afternoon 
reception as a 

way for other organizations to meet 
and connect with one another. 

Other service dollars donations 
totaled $2,800, which included 
donating to Custer Regional’s 
hospice suite, Freedom’s Journey (a 
human trafficking initiative), Custer High 
School post-prom committee, the 
sponsorship of a Destination Imagination 
team and a donation to help a single mom 
with her rent.
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We awarded our annual $1,000 Helen B. Davis/Zonta of the 
Southern Black Hills Scholarship to senior Hanna Honors. She 
is attending Augustana College studying music education. She 
hopes to be a music producer in the future. This was also the 
second year we awarded funds in our non-traditional 
scholarship, awarded to a woman going back to school. This 
year, we funded three scholarships ($800 each), awarded to 
Veslina Burke, Rebecca Meyers and Kat Davies.

Zonta in the community 

Zonta of the Southern Black Hills 
has kept very busy with a number 
programs and events we have 
hosted/co-hosted this year. 

Our annual Lunafest® film 
festival was held March 30, 
where vendors were on display 
and short films by, for and about 
women were shown. We also 
hosted a “Women in Business” 
discussion during the noon hour, 
featuring female small business 
owners from the Southern Hills.

Zonta’s partnership with 
Mammo or Bust also continues. 
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We donated $400 as a sponsor of its annual 1K/5K run-walk 
through Custer Regional Hospital. We always love supporting 
this event!

Amelia Earhart 

As we have always done, we 
celebrated Amelia Earhart and 
her legacy by hosting a Story 
Time program at the Custer 
County Library. Librarian Doris 
Ann Mertz read a couple books 
on Amelia Earhart to toddlers and 
children, while Zonta helped kids 
with a craft — making airplanes 

from clothes pins and glue — and a snack. 

Doris Ann was also nice enough to display 
the books that she purchased with Zonta of 
the Southern Black Hills’ donations. The 
books on display were all about notable 
women in HER-story. 

Girls ROCK!

This was our second year partnering with the 
Custer Area Arts Council to host “Girls Rock Camp”! Twelve 
girls, in fourth through eighth grade, learned to play an 
instrument, write a song and perform it after five consecutive 
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half-day camps. This camp 
taught these girls invaluable 
life skills, like cooperation, 
motivation, compromise, 
persistence and determination, 
as well as empowered 
them with confidence 
and showed them that 
girls truly rock! And 
boy, did they rock!!

Thank you so much 
for allowing us to brag 
about the wonderful 
things Zonta of the 
Southern Black Hills 
has done this year. We 
are proud to be a part of an organization that 
does so much for women in our 
communities and around the world. It’s clear 
to see when women support each other, 
incredible things can happen. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Zonta of the Southern Black Hills 
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